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the facilities by the researcher, they 
will be removed by NARA personnel. 
Directions for reclaiming confiscated 
items will be posted near the lockers or 
other storage facilities. 

(c) The National Archives and Rec-
ords Administration is not responsible 
for the loss or theft of articles stored 
in the lockers. 

(d) NARA may charge a replacement 
fee for lost locker keys. 

[45 FR 8603, Feb. 8, 1980. Redesignated at 50 
FR 15723, Apr. 19, 1985, as amended at 64 FR 
19902, Apr. 23, 1999]

§ 1254.25 Rules for public access use of 
the Internet on NARA-supplied per-
sonal computers. 

(a) Public access personal computers 
(workstations) are available for Inter-
net use in all NARA research rooms. 
The number of workstations varies per 
location. These workstations are in-
tended for research purposes and are 
provided on a first-come-first-served 
basis. When others are waiting to use 
the workstation, a 30-minute time 
limit may be imposed on the use of the 
equipment. 

(b) Researchers should not expect pri-
vacy while using these workstations. 
These workstations are operated and 
maintained on a United States Govern-
ment system, and activity may be 
monitored to protect the system from 
unauthorized use. By using this sys-
tem, researchers expressly consent to 
such monitoring and the reporting of 
unauthorized use to the proper authori-
ties. 

(c) At least one Internet access 
workstation will be provided in each 
facility that complies with the Work-
force Investment Act of 1998, ensuring 
comparable accessibility to individuals 
with disabilities. 

(d) Researchers may download infor-
mation to a diskette and print mate-
rials, but the research room staff will 
furnish the diskettes and paper. Re-
searchers may not use personally 
owned diskettes on NARA personal 
computers. 

(e) Researchers may not load files or 
any type of software on these 
workstations. 

[67 FR 8200, Feb. 22, 2002]

§ 1254.26 Additional rules for use of 
certain research rooms in NARA fa-
cilities in the Washington, DC, area. 

(a) Admission to research rooms in 
the National Archives Building and the 
National Archives at College Park fa-
cility is limited to individuals exam-
ining and/or copying documents and 
other materials in the custody of the 
National Archives and Records Admin-
istration. Children under the age of 14 
will not be admitted to these research 
rooms unless they have been granted 
research privileges or are granted an 
exception to this provision to view spe-
cific documents that a parent or other 
accompanying adult researcher is 
using. The exception will be granted by 
the Chief of the Archives I or Archives 
II Research Room Services Branch for 
a child who is able to read and who will 
be closely supervised by the adult re-
searcher while in the research room. 
Normally, such a child will be admitted 
only for the short period required to 
view the documents. Unless otherwise 
permitted, persons without a re-
searcher card may not actively partici-
pate in research activities, e.g., remov-
ing, copying, or refiling documents. 
Students under the age of 14 who wish 
to perform research on original docu-
ments must apply in person to the 
Chief of the Research Room Services 
Branch where the documents are lo-
cated and present a letter of reference 
from a teacher. Such students may 
contact NARA by phone or letter in ad-
vance of their visit to discuss their eli-
gibility for research privileges. Stu-
dents under the age of 14 who have 
been granted research privileges will be 
required to be accompanied in the re-
search room by an adult with similar 
privileges, unless the Chief of the Ar-
chives I or Archives II Research Room 
Services Branch specifically waives 
this requirement with respect to indi-
vidual researchers. 

(b) The procedures in paragraphs (d) 
through (g) of this section apply to all 
research rooms in the National Ar-
chives Building (except the Microfilm 
Research Room) and in the National 
Archives at College Park facility. 
These procedures are in addition to the 
procedures specified elsewhere in this 
part. 
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(c) Researchers bringing personal 
computers, tape recorders, cameras, 
and other equipment into the National 
Archives Building must complete the 
Equipment Log at the guard’s desk. 
The log will evidence personal owner-
ship and will be checked by the guard 
when such equipment is removed from 
the building. 

(d) Researchers must present a valid 
researcher identification card to the 
guard or research room attendant on 
entering the research room. All re-
searchers are required to register their 
attendance each day. Researchers will 
also register the time they leave the 
research area at the end of the visit for 
that day. Researchers are not required 
to sign in or out when leaving the area 
temporarily. 

(e) Researchers may not bring into 
the research rooms overcoats, rain-
coats, hats, or similar apparel; per-
sonal paper-to-paper copiers, unless 
permitted in accordance with 
§ 1254.71(e) of this part; briefcases, suit-
cases, day packs, purses, or similar 
containers of personal property; note-
books, notepaper, note cards, folders or 
other containers for paper. These items 
may be stored at no cost in lockers 
available for researchers. The following 
exceptions may be granted: 

(1) Hand-held wallets and coin purses 
for the carrying of currency, coins, 
credit cards, keys, drivers licenses and 
other identification cards may be 
brought into research rooms, but are 
subject to inspection when the re-
searcher enters or leaves the room. The 
guard or research room attendant shall 
judge whether the wallet or purse may 
be considered small for purposes of this 
section; 

(2) Notes, references, lists of docu-
ments to be consulted, and other mate-
rials may be admitted if the chief of 
the branch administering the research 
room or the senior staff member on 
duty in the research room determines 
they are essential to a researcher’s 
work requirements. Materials approved 
for admission will be stamped, ini-
tialed, and dated by a NARA or con-
tractor employee, to indicate that they 
are the personal property of the re-
searcher; 

(3) Personal computers, tape record-
ers, scanners, cameras, and similar 

equipment may be admitted by the re-
search room attendant provided such 
equipment meet the approved stand-
ards for preservation set by the NARA 
Preservation Programs unit. Use of re-
searcher owned equipment may be lim-
ited to designated areas within the re-
search rooms. If demand to use equip-
ment exceeds the space available for 
equipment use, time limits may be im-
posed. Equipment that could poten-
tially damage documents will not be 
approved. Scanners and other copying 
equipment must meet these minimum 
standards: 

(i) Equipment platens or copy boards 
must be the same size or larger than 
the records. No part of a record may 
overhang the platen or copy board. 

(ii) No part of the equipment may 
come in contact with records in a man-
ner that causes friction, abrasion, or 
that otherwise crushes or damages 
records. 

(iii) Drum scanners are prohibited. 
(iv) Automatic feeder devices on flat-

bed scanners are prohibited. When 
using a slide scanner, slides must be 
checked after scanning to ensure that 
no damage occurs while the slide is in-
side the scanner. 

(v) Light sources must not raise the 
surface temperature of the record being 
copied. Light sources that generate ul-
traviolet light must be filtered. 

(vi) All equipment surfaces must be 
clean and dry before being used with 
records. Cleaning and equipment main-
tenance activities, such as replacing 
toner cartridges, may not take place 
when records are present. Aerosols or 
ammonia-containing cleaning solu-
tions are not permitted. A 50% water 
and 50% isopropyl alcohol solution is 
permitted for cleaning. 
The chief of the branch administering 
the research room or the senior staff 
member on duty in the research room 
will review the determination made by 
the research room attendant if re-
quested to do so by the researcher; and 

(4) Notepaper and notecards provided 
by the National Archives and electro-
static copies made on copying ma-
chines in NARA research rooms which 
are marked with the statement ‘‘Re-
produced at the National Archives’’ 
may be brought back into the research 
room on subsequent visits but must be 
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presented on entry to the research 
room attendant for inspection. 

(f) NARA will furnish to researchers, 
without charge, pencils and specially 
marked lined and unlined notepaper 
and notecards, for use in the research 
rooms. Pencils and unused notepaper 
and notecards should be returned to 
the research room attendant at the end 
of the day. 

(g) The personal property of all re-
searchers, including notes, electro-
static copies, equipment cases, tape re-
corders, cameras, personal computers, 
and other property, will be inspected 
before removal from the research 
room. Guards and research room at-
tendants may request that a member of 
the research room staff examine such 
personal items prior to their removal 
from the research room. 

(h) In addition to the procedures in 
paragraphs (c) through (g) of this sec-
tion, the following procedures apply to 
the Motion Picture, Sound, and Video 
Research Room (hereinafter, the ‘‘re-
search room’’) in the College Park fa-
cility: 

(1) Use of NARA viewing and listen-
ing equipment in the research room is 
provided on a first-come-first-served 
basis. When others are waiting to use 
the equipment, a three-hour limit may 
be imposed on the use of the equip-
ment. 

(2) The following procedures shall be 
followed when personal recording 
equipment and accessories are brought 
into the unrestricted viewing and copy-
ing area in the research room: 

(i) Personal recording equipment 
brought into the unrestricted viewing 
and copying area in the research room 
may be inspected and tagged by the re-
search room attendant prior to admit-
tance. All equipment and accessory de-
vices must be placed on the carts pro-
vided by NARA, except that a tripod 
holding a video camera may be placed 
on the floor in front of a film-viewing 
station. NARA is not responsible for 
damage to or loss of personal equip-
ment and accessories. 

(ii) Researchers shall remain in the 
research room while their personal 
equipment is in use at an audio or 
video viewing station. The film viewing 
stations must be attended at all times 
while in use. Researchers shall remove 

their personal equipment from the re-
search room when they leave the room 
for the day. 

(iii) NARA will not be responsible for 
assisting with ‘‘hook-up’’ to NARA 
viewing equipment; for providing com-
patibility between the personal record-
ing equipment and NARA viewing 
equipment; or for the quality of the 
copies made by researchers. NARA will 
provide the researcher information on 
the types of NARA equipment being 
used in the research room and on the 
cables necessary for hook up to the 
NARA viewing equipment. 

(3) When a researcher brings audio or 
video recording tapes or cassettes into 
the unrestricted area of the research 
room, the research room attendant will 
mark the recording media ‘‘NARA-ap-
proved personal property’’ for identi-
fication purposes. Such media shall be 
inspected upon exit from the research 
room, as well as upon exit from the Na-
tional Archives Building. 

(4) A NARA-furnished video copying 
station and 120-minute blank video cas-
sette may be reserved, for a fee, on a 
first-come, first-served basis for a 90-
minute period of time. If no other indi-
vidual is waiting to use the station, an 
additional time period may be reserved 
at the end of the current period. Per-
sonal recording devices may not be 
connected to NARA equipment at the 
video copying station. Only NARA-pro-
vided tapes may be used at the video 
copying station. Fees for use of the sta-
tion and blank cassette are specified in 
§ 1258.12 of this chapter. 

(5) The NARA-furnished recorder or 
personal recording device and media 
may be used to make a copy of unre-
stricted archival materials in the re-
search room. 

(6) Each researcher will be provided a 
copy of the Motion Picture, Sound, and 
Video Research Room rules and a 
warning notice on potential copyright 
claims in unrestricted titles. The indi-
vidual making and/or using the copy is 
responsible for obtaining any needed 
permission or release from a copyright 
owner for other than personal use of 
the copy. 
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(7) No personal recording device or 
media is permitted in the restricted 
viewing area in the research room. 

[51 FR 17187, May 9, 1986, as amended at 56 
FR 2135, Jan. 22, 1991; 56 FR 58312, Nov. 19, 
1991; 57 FR 46306, Oct. 8, 1992; 59 FR 29193, 
June 6, 1994; 64 FR 19903, Apr. 23, 1999]

§ 1254.27 Additional rules for use of 
certain research rooms in regional 
records services facilities and Presi-
dential libraries. 

(a) When directed by the appropriate 
regional administrator or library direc-
tor, the following procedures shall be 
observed in regional records services 
facility and Presidential library archi-
val research rooms where original doc-
uments are used. These procedures are 
in addition to the procedures specified 
elsewhere in this part. 

(b) Researchers must present a valid 
researcher identification card to the 
guard or research room attendant on 
entering the room. All researchers are 
required to sign each day the research 
room registration sheet at the en-
trance to the research room. Where in-
structed to do so, researchers also sign 
out when leaving the research room for 
the day. Researchers are not required 
to sign in or out when leaving the area 
temporarily or at the end of the day. 

(c) Researchers may not bring into 
the research room overcoats, raincoats, 
hats, and similar apparel, and brief-
cases, suitcases, daypacks, purses, or 
similar containers of personal prop-
erty. In facilities where NARA provides 
notepaper and notecards, researchers 
also may not bring into the research 
room notebooks, notepaper, notecards, 
folders or other containers for papers. 
In facilities where NARA provides a 
self-service copier, researchers may not 
bring into the research room personal 
copying equipment including personal 
paper-to-paper copiers. These items 
may be stored at no cost in lockers or 
other storage facilities in the NARA fa-
cility. The following exceptions may be 
granted: 

(1) Hand-held wallets and coin purses 
for carrying currency, coins, credit 
cards, keys, drivers licenses and other 
identification cards may be brought 
into research rooms, but are subject to 
inspection when the researcher enters 
or leaves the room. The guard or re-

search room attendant shall judge 
whether the wallet or purse may be 
considered small for purposes of this 
section; 

(2) Notes, references, lists of docu-
ments to be consulted, and other mate-
rials may be admitted if the director, 
or the senior attendant on duty in the 
research room determines they are es-
sential to a researcher’s work require-
ments. Materials will be presented to 
the attendant when the researcher en-
ters the research room. If the materials 
are approved for admission, they may 
be stamped to indicate that they are 
the researcher’s property; 

(3) Typewriters, personal computers, 
tape recorders, and hand-held cameras 
may be admitted by the guard or re-
search room attendant provided that 
they are inspected, approved, and 
tagged prior to admittance. For a re-
gional records services facility, the re-
gional administrator, the director or 
other supervisor having responsibility 
for research room operations in a facil-
ity, or the senior attendant on duty 
will review the determination made by 
the guard or research room attendant 
if requested to do so by the researcher. 
In a Presidential library, the director, 
or the senior attendant on duty in the 
research room will review the deter-
mination made by the guard or re-
search room attendant if requested to 
do so by the researcher. In facilities 
where personal paper-to-paper copiers 
and scanners are permitted, the re-
searcher must obtain prior written ap-
proval from the facility director to 
bring in the copier or scanner. The re-
quest to bring a personal copier or 
scanner should state the space and 
power consumption requirements and 
the intended period of use; and 

(4) Notepaper and notecards provided 
by the National Archives and electro-
static copies made on copying ma-
chines in NARA research rooms which 
are marked with the statement ‘‘Re-
produced at the National Archives’’ 
may be brought back into the research 
room on subsequent visits but must be 
presented on entry to the guard or re-
search room attendant for inspection. 

(d) NARA may furnish specially 
marked lined and unlined notepaper 
and notecards, without charge, to re-
searchers for use in the research 
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